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ABSTRACT

The study of China in Indonesia has never ceased; the study
itself is always fascinating. China is unique both in terms of
*rudiansyah@staff.uns.ac.id | language and culture. The title 'The Role of Confucius in the
Development of China Today' was chosen to examine and
understand how China has developed itself through the

“School of Asia and Africa influence of Confucius. To realise the Chinese dream, China's
Studies, Shanghai traditional cultural heritage is a fundamental force that cannot
International Studies be ignored. The values of Confucius have been the basic norms
University, Shanghai, China of Chinese society for a long time, although they were
1330384617@qq.com restricted and banned during the Cultural Revolution (1966-

1976) as a result of the movement to abolish old values, and
have now been revitalised, in parallel with the establishment of
Confucius Institutes in many countries around the world.
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I (Zhongyong), Chapter XX, paragraph 8, of James Legge, D.D. LL D., The Four Books : Confucian
Analects, The Great Learning, The Doctrine of The Mean, and The Works of Mencius. With English
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Translation and Notes, page. 384-385 ; Su Si (Kitab Agama Khonghucu), Majelis Tinggi Agama Khonghucu
Indonesia, hal. 61.

2f,-¥(Konfusius), #Lic (Liji) part #Liz (Liyun) paragraph 1, fi [E (/A JCHT 475 4F - A JGHT 221 4F) (Warring
States Era 475-221 BC) <http://ctext.org/liji/li-yun/zhs?en=0ff>

3In traditional Chinese culture, from about Zhou Dynasty, there are 4 social classes designed to realize the
hamonious society. The first class is Shi (scholars), who were the educated class and worked in government.
They represented the highest social class, while the other classes only depended on their physical labor to
acquire something to live. The second is Nong (farmers); they worked in the field to harvest rice and grain and
S0 on, to support the society. The third one is Gong (workers), whose works included handcrafts, all kinds of
instruments, etc; they were important because they supported the two classes mentioned above. The fourth
class is Shang (businessmen), who connected the producers and comsumers, and found profits from the process.
These businessmen were regarded as the lowest in the term of social class, for they didn’t produce, nor did
they have some special skills. From the old times up to now, the dividing of social class has become rooted in
traditional Chinese culture. Confucius believed that as long as everyone worked with the talent they had in the
order of dividing of social class, Xiaokang would be accomplished. In the time of feudal dynasties, this division
was important in traditional Chinese society.
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